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Notice to Reader

In accordance with the requirements of the Civil Rights Act and other federal and state laws and
regulations, this document has been reviewed to ensure that it does not reflect stereotypes based
on race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.

The Virginia Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color,
national origin, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, political affiliation, or against
otherwise qualified persons with disabilities in employment or provisions of service.

Copyright ©2025 by the Commonwealth of Virginia, Department of Education, P.O. Box 2120,
Richmond, Virginia 23218-2120. All rights reserved. Except as permitted by law, this material
may not be reproduced or used in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including
photocopying or recording, or by any information storage or retrieval system, without written
permission from the copyright owner. Commonwealth of Virginia public school educators may
reproduce any portion of this test blueprint for noncommercial educational purposes without
requesting permission. All others should direct their written requests to the Virginia Department
of Education at the above address or by email to Student Assessment@doe.virginia.gov.
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General Test Information

Test Blueprint

Much like the blueprint for a building, a test blueprint serves as a guide for test construction. The
blueprint indicates the content areas that will be addressed by the test and the number of items
that will be included by content area and for the test as a whole. There is a blueprint for each test
(e.g., Grade 3 Reading, Grade 7 Mathematics, Civics and Economics, End-of-Course (EOC)
Virginia and United States History).

The EOC World History and Geography to 1500 A.D. SOL test blueprint contains information
for the online and traditional/paper format test. All students who take a particular version (online,
paper, large print, or braille) of the test respond to the same test questions.

Reporting Categories

Each test covers a number of Standards of Learning. In the test blueprint, the SOL are grouped
into categories that address related content and skills. These categories are labeled as reporting
categories. In this course, The Middle Ages are separated across reporting categories three and
four. Reporting category three includes China, Ghana, Mali, and Japan from 500 A.D. to 1500
A.D., and reporting category four includes Europe and the Mesoamerican and Andean
civilizations of the Maya, Aztec, and Inca during this same period. The SOL in The Middle Ages:
Africa and Asia reporting category address the influence of changes in China, Ghana, Mali, and
Japan from 500 A.D. to 1500 A.D. on global history. When the results of the SOL tests are
reported, the scores will be presented for each reporting category and as a total test score.

Assignment of SOL to Reporting Category

In the World History and Geography to 1500 A.D. SOL test (2023), each content standard is
assigned to only one reporting category, but skills described in SOL WHI.a-j may be assessed
throughout the reporting categories. For example, SOL WHI.13b is assigned to Leading to the
Renaissance, while WHI.a may be assigned to any of the four reporting categories for this SOL
test.

Coverage of SOL

Due to the large number of SOL in each grade level content area, every standard will not be
assessed on every version (form) of an SOL test. By necessity, to keep the length of a test
reasonable, each version will sample from the SOL within a reporting category. All SOL in the
blueprint will be tested within a three-year period, and all SOL in the blueprint are eligible for
inclusion on each version of an SOL test.

Use of 2023 History and Social Science Standards of Learning Resource

Documents

The History and Social Science Instructional Guides are provided as supporting documents to the
2023 History and Social Science SOL. The Instructional Guides enhance the SOL by defining
the understandings, supporting questions, and skills in practice.



https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/history-and-social-science/standards-of-learning

Assessment Resources

SOL Practice Items (All Subjects)

Practice Item sets are available for each course having an associated SOL test. These item sets
provide online practice with content that measures the SOL. Practice items for World History
and Geography to 1500 A.D. (2023) will be available in late fall 2025. Downloadable, printable
PDF versions of the multiple-choice Practice Items for History and Social Science SOL tests
(2023) will also be available on this same page of the VDOE website.

Teachers or other adults are encouraged to read the introduction documents on the SOL Practice
Items (All Subjects) page:

The Introduction to TestNav 8: Multiple-Choice/Technology-Enhanced Item Tests — This
document is an introduction to the online navigation, online tools, accessibility features,
and overall functionality and appearance of SOL test questions in TestNav 8. This
document also provides an overview of the various types of technology-enhanced item
students may receive in the online test. It is highly recommended for teachers or other
adults read this document before using the Guided Practice Suggestions for a practice
item set.

Guided Practice Suggestions — The Guided Practice Suggestions are designed to be used
alongside the practice items for that content area. The document provides specific
suggestions for teachers as they lead students through a practice item set. Information
about correct answers and item functionality is included within the guide. When the SOL
Practice Items are updated for the 2023 History and Social Science SOL in fall 2025, the
Guided Practice Suggestions will be updated to reflect those changes.
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World History and Geography to 1500 A.D.
SOL Test Blueprint Summary Table

Reporting Category

World History to 1500 A.D.

Standards of Learning

Number of Items

Skills are assessed throughout

each Reporting Category WHI.a-j n/a

Reporting Category 1:

Paleolithic Era into the WHI.1a-e

Agricultural Revolution

Neolithic Era 12-13

Social, Cultural, Political, and WHI.2a-d

Economic Development of Early | WHI.3a-f

Societies

Rep.ortlng Category .2 WHI.4a-f

Social, Cultural, Political, and

Economic Development of Earl WHI.5a-¢ 12-13
. . P y WHI.6a-e

Societies

Reporting Category 3: WHI.7a-f

The Middle Ages: Africa and WHI.8a-e 12-13

Asia WHI.9a-f

Reporting Category 4:

The Middle Ages: Europe and WHI.10a-d

Latin America WHI.11a-e 12-13

WHI.12a-e )

Leading to the Renaissance WHI.13a-c

Number of Operational Items* 50

Number of Field-Test Items** 10

Total Number of Items on Test 60

*Online test forms include multiple-choice and technology-enhanced items (TEI). Up to 15%
of the items on an online test form will be TEL

**Field-test items will be administered to students for potential use on subsequent tests and
will not be used to compute students’ scores on the test.
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