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Background 
In 2025, the General Assembly passed HB2686, which requires school boards to set criteria for students in Grades 5, 6, 7, and 8 to enroll in advanced and accelerated mathematics courses. Students scoring in the statewide upper quartile, or top 25th percentile, on the mathematics end of year Standards of Learning (SOL) assessment will be automatically accelerated to an advanced mathematics course the following year, if an appropriate course option is available. This is referred to in the legislation as automatic enrollment. Parents have the right to opt out of the automatic enrollment process. 
In this context, acceleration refers to the opportunity to bypass one or more classes based on the student’s test scores and/or class performance, which allows the student to work at a higher level of rigor and progress to more advanced mathematics courses. Single subject acceleration is a well-researched strategy that ensures students are being challenged in the classroom. This document is intended to help you guide your student through options for mathematics course offerings in middle school and beyond.
Common Accelerated Math Pathways
	Pathway Example
	Grade 5
	Grade 6
	Grade 7
	Grade 8

	Pathway 1
	 
	All of 6 & 7
(Student takes Grade 7 SOL)
	Algebra 1
	Geometry
 

	Pathway 2
	 
	All of 6 & half of 7
(Student takes Grade 6 SOL)
	Half of 7 & all of 8
(Student takes Grade 8 SOL)
	Algebra 1

	Pathway 3
	 
	All of 6, 7, & 8
(Student takes Grade 8 SOL)
	Algebra 1
	Geometry
 

	Pathway 4
	All of 5 & half of 6
(Student takes Grade 5 SOL)
	Half of 6 & all of 7
(Student takes Grade 7 SOL)
	Algebra 1
	Geometry
 

	Pathway 5
	 
	All of 6 & 7
(Student takes Grade 7 SOL)
	All of 7 & 8
(Student takes Grade 8 SOL)
	Algebra 1

	Pathway 6
	All of 5 & 6
(Student takes Grade 6 SOL)
	All of 7 & 8
(Student takes Grade 8 SOL)
	Algebra 1
	Geometry




Many school divisions already have accelerated math pathways available to students. In practice, middle school math acceleration would typically involve the student combining one or more levels of math coursework to begin Algebra I at an earlier grade. Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II are high school credit courses that are commonly offered in middle schools. This can be beneficial by expanding opportunities for higher level courses in high school, such as Calculus. Registration for these courses would also be available for families that requested placement, if the child demonstrated appropriate skill and preparation through criteria set by the school division, even if they were not automatically enrolled based on SOL scores. 
How do I know if my child is ready for an Accelerated Math Pathway?
Students will be automatically registered in accelerated mathematics courses based on prior year test results. When considering whether to request placement in a higher math course, the following criteria may be used by your child’s school division to determine an appropriate class match:
· High scores on national tests (CogAT, NNAT, Iowa, and MAP Growth Assessment) and Virginia SOLs;
· Classroom performance and grades;
· Feedback from student’s teacher about aptitude and ability level;
· An observation or performance task that is designed to elicit a quick grasp of abstract concepts and/or strong logical reasoning and problem-solving skills
· Feedback from the family about math interest in the home setting
Who should I talk to for information at my child’s school or division?
If you are interested in gathering information about your child’s readiness for these courses or seeking additional information about math pathways available at your child’s school, it may be helpful to reach out to the following division staff:
· Your child’s teacher will be able to provide the most up to date, specific understanding of your child’s math progress.
· Your child’s school counselor will be able to assist with providing test scores and can explain the course offerings and math pathways available at the school.
· Your school division’s mathematics coordinator/supervisor will be able to explain information about curriculum options and pathways, including prospective advancement across courses in subsequent grade levels.
· Your school division’s gifted education coordinator/supervisor will be able to help you understand how giftedness and advanced academic programs relate to these math pathways. 
What questions should I ask?
These may be some good conversation starters or questions to consider asking:
· What are the different options for accelerated math pathways that the school/school division currently provides? 
· What are the criteria to qualify for automatic acceleration in mathematics and does my child meet that criterion?
· What are the options if the pathway doesn’t seem like the correct fit for my child? 
· What information and data are available about my child to help make decisions about appropriate course registration?
· What impact will this math pathway have on future options and opportunities when my child is in high school and beyond?
· What if my child receives a bad grade in a high school credit course in middle school? Is it possible to have it expunged?
· What else about this process do you think I should be aware of?
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