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Virginia’s Open Educational 
Repository for VA Educators
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Introduction

Access to Open Educational Resources: free 
high-quality materials and resources.
Community Collaboration and Sharing: create, 
share and remix
Customization for Personalized Learning: 
empowers educators and promotes 
instructional practices.



Support for the Virginia Educational Technology Plan
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1: Access: 
Strengthen schools and 

communities with a safe, 
secure, and robust technology 

infrastructure to support access 
to all educators, students, 

leaders, and families. 

2. Use:
Promote leadership that 

supports learning experiences 
for all students that integrate 

innovative instructional 
practices by educators using 

technology and accessible 
instructional materials.

3. Design 
Implement high expectations for 
every learner using educational 
technologies explicitly designed 

into rigorous, best-in-class 
standards of learning.

Virginia Educational Technology Plan 

2. Use 2.2.d
2.2 Promote the use of a 
variety of innovative 
instructional strategies, 
practices, and resources 
developed with current, 
emerging, and accessible 
technology-based resources 
to support the innovative 
instructional approaches in 
the classroom.
d. Continue to develop and 
distribute free resources for 
educators and students in 
GoOpenVA and eMedia.



WHAT IS OER? 
Teaching, learning, and 
research materials 
Different compared to public 
domain or free resources   
Shared under an open license  

- Tagged with an open license 
- No cost 
- No permission to access 

materials
- Access to revise
- Access to remix and 

redistribute 
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WHAT IS GOOPENVA? 

Website at 
GoOpenVA.org 

Single Point 
Access

18,000+ 
instructional 

resources 

For Virginia 
learners in K-12

Aligned with 
Virginia’s 

standards 

Open 
Educational 
Resources 

Curate, create, 
and collaborate 

with a community 
of providers and 

educators 
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ACCESS

GoOpenVA.org

Anyone can access GoOpenVA to view materials. You do not need an 
account to do that. However, to contribute, you will need to register.

Registered users may submit resources for review for publication.

If your division is not providing access through single-sign-on, 
contact info@goopenva.org
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http://www.goopenva.org/
mailto:info@goopenva.org


Access
Open Educational Resources (OERs) – GoOpenVA provides free, high-quality teaching 
materials that educators and students can access without financial barriers. This ensures 
that all learners, regardless of background, have opportunities to engage with aligned, 
educational content.
Collaborative Sharing & Customization – Educators can search, modify, and share 
lesson plans, activities, and instructional materials that align with their specific needs. This 
flexibility creates learning environments that would benefit all learners.
Cross-District Access & Engagement – Since GoOpenVA is an open platform, educators 
and students across Virginia can collaborate, discover new approaches to learning, and 
incorporate best practices from peers in different districts—expanding access to 
innovative teaching strategies.
If you need assistance with access to resources - Support : #GoOpenVA Help 
Center

https://info.goopenva.org/support/home
https://info.goopenva.org/support/home


Accessing Resources
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EVALUATE WITH THE ACHIEVE QUALITY REVIEW

• From North Carolina State University 
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Before creating your own 
OER, try evaluating a few 
resourcesContact info@goopenva.org

https://www-data.fi.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/03115828/content_quality_review_tools.pdf
https://www-data.fi.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/03115828/content_quality_review_tools.pdf


ADDING RESOURCES
Do you own the content?
Review the Achieve Quality Rubric 
What is your Condition of Use? 

Submit from Web
Occasionally you may need to just add a broad 
URL.  

This is not generally helpful to most teachers 
because you lose the ability to remix the resource. 

If you find a site that might be useful which has 
great free resources, you can use the Submit from 
Web.  

Our librarians will review the request before 
publication. 
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To get started, click Add OER at the top of your screen 
then select Open Author.

1. Enter a title for your resource.

2. Upload an image to display as the opening image for 
the resource.

3. Provide a section name for the first section of your 
resource.

4. Enter Main Content. This is the main content of your 
lesson or resource, and is viewable by students.  If 
you import from Google Docs or OneDrive, please 
be sure it is the STUDENT VIEW! 

5. Click the Add Section Resource button to upload an 
attachment or link.

6.  Add Instructor Notes.   This is where you will include 
items the educator will need to know like supplies, 
objectives, and agenda.

7. Insert new sections as needed. 

 Submitting Open Author Material for  Approval

Check Accessibility! 



1.    Add an overview of the topic.
2. In the Conditions of Use dropdown, select how 

you would like your work to be used. See this 
article for more information on conditions of use.

3. Add a Preview Image. 
4. If this is for students, PLEASE add the standards 

of learning!  This is imperative for our educators 
to find the resources.

5. Give Permission.
6. Click the Green box at the bottom to submit for 

review.

Don’t forget to align with 
the VA Standards of 

Learning!

Want more details? Please see articles at
https://info.goopenva.org/support/solutions/fold

ers/42000103989

Submitting Open Author Material for  Approval

https://info.goopenva.org/support/solutions/articles/42000058301-usage-rights
https://info.goopenva.org/support/solutions/articles/42000058301-usage-rights
https://info.goopenva.org/support/solutions/folders/42000103989
https://info.goopenva.org/support/solutions/folders/42000103989


Creating, Accessing, & Sharing Content
Rich Repository of Aligned Resources – Educators can build upon existing 
open educational resources (OERs), remix content, and create customized 
instructional materials to meet the needs of their students. This allows 
participants to create and share lessons that align to the Virginia Standards of 
Learning.
Collaboration & Peer Review – GoOpenVA provides a platform where 
educators can co-create, refine, and share content with colleagues across 
Virginia. Feedback from peers enhances the quality and effectiveness of newly 
developed materials.
Flexible Formats & Digital Tools – The platform offers templates, multimedia 
integration, and digital tools to help educators design engaging content that 
aligns with modern learning standards, making materials accessible and 
interactive.
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To create a Collection:
1.  Add resources to the OER using the Open
      Author Tool.  
2.  Tag each of the resources with the same tag, endorsement,
      author, or provider.
3.   From the search on the first page, search for the tag.  
4.   Send an email to info@goopenva.org that includes the 

- URL of results from your search in Step 3. 
- Image 
- Overview of the collection

5. The administrators of GoOpenVA.org will email once the
   collection is created.
More information on Collections 

Working with Collections

mailto:info@goopenva.org
https://info.goopenva.org/support/solutions/articles/42000058304-browse-collections


Collaboration
Educators can curate and organize 
resources into organized Collections. 

This creates easy access and the ability to 
share materials on specific topics. 

This allows teachers to group related 
lesson plans, activities, and instructional 
content, ensuring that valuable resources 
are readily available for collaborative use.



Working with Hubs
Hubs are dedicated spaces 
where content and groups are 
curated around particular topics, 
themes, and learning goals. 
Can be organized in a variety of 
ways.
Set up by GoOpenVA. If you are 
interested in creating a Hub for 
your organization, please email 
info@goopenva.org
More information on Hubs 16

mailto:info@goopenva.org
https://info.goopenva.org/support/solutions/articles/42000046889-hubs


Collaboration
Hubs serve as centralized spaces for 
organizations, school districts, or 
professional learning communities to 
share and develop educational 
materials. 

They provide a structured environment 
where educators can contribute, 
refine, and distribute content tailored 
to their specific needs, fostering 
collaboration across different 
institutions.



Collaboration
Groups – Groups enable educators to connect 
and collaborate based on shared interests, 
subjects, or teaching strategies. 

Within these groups, members can discuss 
best practices, exchange ideas, and co-create 
resources that enhance learning experiences. 

Some groups are open to all educators, while 
others may be private for specialized 
collaboration.

More information on Groups

https://info.goopenva.org/support/solutions/articles/42000046875-groups


Let’s Explore Together
1. Search for Resources
2. Save Resources to your folder
3. Search Through Collections
4. Search Through Hubs

If time allows,
5. Align a resource with the standards of 
learning
6. Create a resource in Open Author
7. Submit a resource in Submit from 
Web
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Summary
GoOpenVA can help to:
Empower Educators – GoOpenVA offers a variety of 
Open Educational Resources (OERs), allowing 
teachers to customize and adapt materials to fit their 
students' needs. This flexibility encourages innovation 
in lesson planning and instructional strategies.
Enhance Student Engagement – With interactive 
and high-quality learning materials, students can 
access content that aligns with their interests and 
learning styles. 
Optimize Collaboration – Educators can connect 
through Collections, Hubs, and Groups, sharing 
community-driven resources, where teachers 
collaborate across districts to improve learning 
outcomes.
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